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Statement from Mr Aaron Thomas, Chairperson of Kokatha Enterprise.

“The Arcoona Lake system comprises of ten lakes and several smaller swamps between Woomera
and Roxby Downs. Lake Mary is the most accessible and visited of the lakes that we manage. In the
past, access to the lake for recreational use has been unregulated and activities have been at the
whim of the visitor. Equally, fluency in conservation and how we as Australians can build cultural
credibility through our actions has never been as clear as it is today. Historically, elements of both
the Kokatha and the Roxby Downs / Andamooka communities, have not afforded this site the
protection that it deserves. | want to make clear that precedence is no longer a qualifier. If we
continue to do what we always have in this instance, the result will not be the same as we always

had but a decaying artifact of what was.

Everybody in all of the communities are now more informed and educated than ever before, and
accurate scientifically peer reviewed information is only as far away as our smartphones. As
sustainable land managers for whom preserving the environment and our culture is priority, we have
heavily invested in infrastructure that supports the removal of livestock from some of the lakes and
swamps across our stations to affect rehabilitation. These efforts elsewhere on our properties have
yielded impressive results with another significant body of water remaining full since November 2021.

We believe, this water retention to be a direct result of revegetation and destocking in previous years.

The Kokatha want significant parts of the land to be returned to a state as close as possible to pre-
European settlement, while still being a viable cattle enterprise. As the chair of Kokatha Enterprise, |
am in the unenviable position of having to maintain viable income streams for the corporation at the
same time as upholding the cultural and heritage values of the Kokatha against often conflicting
pressures. | am confident that through further engagement with the communities, we will be able to
reach an amicable compromise as | believe that fundamentally we all want the same thing. But | also
want to use this as an opportunity for regular dialogue between the communities to build new
relationships and understanding between all parties. Thereby, we can jointly undertake projects and
events which will provide opportunities for the communities to come together and enjoy the bush and

its gifts.”

Regards

Aaron Thomas

Chairperson Kokatha Enterprise

Roxby Downs Station, Email tony.freshwater@kokatha.com.au: Web page: www.kokatha.com.au
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Mr Thomas is pleased with the feedback from the communities and as outlined in his letter feels this

is a fantastic opportunity for collaboration between the communities. The feedback has been
overwhelmingly positive and there are some great ideas on how we can move things forward

including some other issues outside of the Lake Mary site.

There is keen interest from members of the local communities to be involved in volunteering to help
improve the conservation and recreational offerings at Lake Mary. Kokatha Pastoral Pty Ltd will
continue to engage with the community to develop a Volunteer Program. Volunteers will support the
ongoing management of Lake Mary, initially with the removal of broken glass, new sign construction

and soil conservation works.

Kokatha Pastoral Pty Ltd continues to work with the local community on the management of
motorised vessels, to mitigate the risk to bathers as much as possible the trial use of jet skis and
motorboats will be allowed on Friday the 27" of January (following Australia Day), so that local
families and individuals can enjoy the public holiday on 26" of January. Kokatha Pastoral Pty Ltd
will announce further public opening dates during February provided that the following rules are

adhered to leading up to next month.

. Public Use: daylight hours only, no camping unless by permit.
o Public enters at OWN RISK.
. Recreational motor vessels not permitted, including ski boats or jet ski’s unless by prior

permission and SA boating registrations, safety and regulations be adhered to. SA.GOV.AU —
Boating and Marine (www.sa.gov.au)

o Chainsaws and the collection of firewood not permitted.

o Motorbikes, side X sides, quads or buggies not permitted.

o Recreational driving not permitted, stay on sign posted tracks at all times.
. Removal of native wildlife, rocks, soil or vegetation not permitted.

o All rubbish be removed.

e Dogs and cats not permitted. (Area regularly baited).

Kokatha Pastoral Pty Ltd Rangers undertake regular patrols, management seeks help from the Public
to ensure Lake Mary remains protected.

For more information on the management of Lake Mary contact tony.freshwater@kokatha.com.au
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