
KAC is continuing negotiations with BHP in relation to the Oak Dam project
and Olympic Dam Agreement (ODA). The Oak Dam discussions are taking
place alongside the ODA negotiations.
Oak Dam is located 65km southeast of the Olympic Dam operations near
Roxby Downs. BHP has been conducting exploration activities with drill rigs
at Oak Dam. Kokatha heritage teams have been on site undertaking
clearances to ensure that Kokatha cultural heritage is protected during the
exploration.
The KAC BHP Working Group is made up of four Directors and four
members of the Culture and Heritage Committee: Nyani Thomas, Melissa
Reid, Janice Wingfield, Leeanne Strangways, Glen Wingfield, Tjiangu
Thomas, Elaine Kite and Chris Larkin. 
The Working Group has been meeting with BHP regularly to discuss the
project plans for further exploration, provide Kokatha input and feedback,
and to negotiate an agreement. The Working Group has also visited the
Oak Dam project area and last year visited Olympic Dam.
On 10 and 11 August 2023 the CHC and Board attended the Oak Dam site to
see the project area first hand.
BHP is currently completing its Environmental Impact Statement for the
next stage of the project, which will be a Retention Lease and underground
declines for further exploration drilling. There will be public consultation
about the Environmental Impact Statement and opportunities for
community members to provide comments. 
KAC is also working on a new name, a Kokatha name, for Oak Dam as well
as a partnering framework with BHP, which sets out principles for how KAC
and BHP will work together in the future.
On September 9 BHP and KAC will host a Community Day at Central
Augusta Football Club to provide further information to the Kokatha
community about the Oak Dam project and agreement. Keep an eye on
our Facebook page and website for updates about the community event. 

KAC and BHP update 

NEWSLETTER
Kokatha Aboriginal Corporation

UPCOMING
EVENTS

9 September 2023
Central Augusta Football
Club

22 September 2023 Lake
Mary and Arid Recovery
reserve

30 October 2023 Roxby
Downs Station

11 November 2023
various locations around
Port Augusta

18 & 19 November 2023
venue TBA

BHP KAC COMMUNITY DAY

RANGER PROGRAM LAUNCH
AND ARID RECOVERY MOU
SIGNING

CATTLE AUSTRALIA TOUR

UMEEWARRA DOWNTOWN
MUSIC FESTIVAL

KAC AGM AND CLH MEETING

August 2023

The KAC BHP Working Group with BHP employees



Kokatha Pastoral spent two weeks mustering at Andamooka Station in late
March, early April.
Mustering happens twice a year on KP properties to conduct animal
husbandry practises, as well as select cattle for market.
The cattle were all in excellent condition after a year of good rains on the
property.
KP employees worked alongside Saltbush Ag. staff, learning together and
enjoying the chance to work on this beautiful country.

Mustering on Kokatha Country 

Scholarship success for Kokatha student!

Top News

Kokatha Pastoral has gained Federal Government funding to explore
tourism opportunities on its three cattle stations, in outback South
Australia.
The successful National Indigenous Australians Agency (NIAA) Tourism
Grant for Indigenous Business was announced in March.
The funding will enable Kokatha Pastoral (KP) to work with the Kokatha
Cultural Heritage Team and Kokatha Enterprise Board to progress its
environmental, cultural and heritage tourism plans.

Carrapateena
Art Competition

Kokatha Aboriginal Corporation
wishes to congratulate Presten
Warren and Stephanie Singh-
Highfold for winning the
Carrapateena PPE Art
Competition.
In recognition of NAIDOC Week,
and to celebrate
Carrapateena's partnership
with the Kokatha community,
emerging Kokatha artists were
invited to design a piece of art
that will be printed on PPE shirts
and worn by Carrapateena
employees.
Entrants were invited to submit
an A4 design around this year's
NAIDOC theme ‘For Our Elders’.
Carrapateena workers then
selected their favourite two
entries, which will be featured
on the sleeves and bottom of
PPE shirts and will be available
for Carrapateena employees to
wear as a reminder of the rich
Kokatha history and culture of
the land they work on every day.

Tourism grant for Kokatha Pastoral

When Mary Wallace found out her daughter Leah had been awarded the
Adbri Indigenous Education Scholarship, she could barely contain her
excitement. ‘I just started jumping up and down saying ‘she got it, she got
it’,’ laughs Mary. 
The $5000 scholarship will cover the cost of 11-year old Leah’s tuition fees
at Port Augusta’s Seaview Christian College, as well as pay for uniform
items and school shoes. ‘I’d heard that Seaview was a really good school
and it was important to me that Leah go to that school and get a good
education, but I had no idea how I was going to afford it,’ says Mary, who is
a single mum of four girls. Continued p. 3.



Lake Mary

Update 

New signage has been
installed at Lake Mary as part
of continued engagement with
wider community regarding
the management of the lake.
Kokatha Pastoral is currently
working with Arid Recovery to
conduct scientific research and
gather data about the
environmentally significant site.
The Arcoona Lakes (which Lake
Mary is a part of) have been
classified as Key Biodiversity
Areas, providing habitat to
globally threatened bird
species such as the blue-billed
duck.
The data collected by Arid
Recovery will be used to make
informed decisions regarding
the future management of the
Arcoona Lakes, many of which
are located on the Native Title
Area of the Kokatha People. 
Future management practices
may include livestock fence
construction, track realignment
and feral cat control.
To find out more about Lake
Mary and the important role it
plays in sustaining rare and
endangered bird species read
the recent blog by Arid
Recovery's Genevieve Hayes
and Robert Dugand at
https://aridrecovery.org.au/du
cks-in-the-desert/ 

Leah’s education was especially important to Mary because she herself left
school at the beginning of year 9. ‘I just didn’t want Leah to fall through the
cracks and become another statistic,’ she says. 
‘Leah has so much potential, she loves painting, drawing, reading, playing
football and swimming and I want her to achieve her dreams.’
On the advice of one of her older daughters, Mary, who is a Kokatha
woman, contacted the Kokatha Aboriginal Corporation and was advised to
apply for the Adbri Indigenous Education Scholarship.
Adbri’s Chief Operating Officer – Cement and Lime – Brett Brown warmly
congratulates Leah on winning the scholarship.
‘All of us at Adbri are moved by Leah’s infectious enthusiasm for excelling in
her education, sports and art and by Ms Wallace’s passion for her daughter
to reach her potential,’ he says.
Leah was on the phone to a friend when Mary received the good news
she’d been awarded the scholarship. ‘I was really happy because it’s going
to make a big difference to my future,’ says Leah. 
‘At my old school there was a lot of bullying, so I really wanted to go to
Seaview but I didn’t think we’d be able to afford it.’
She says the scholarship will not only help her achieve better grades than
she would have at her previous school, it will also cover the cost of
extracurricular activities like school excursions and SAPSASA.
This scholarship was made possible through the supplier relationship AdBri
has with BHP Carrapateena, who work closely with the Kokatha Aboriginal
Corporation to deliver opportunities for the Kokatha community. ‘Adbri has
a strong commitment to reconciliation and learning from Indigenous
Australians,’ Mr Brown says.
Leah will provide Adbri with regular updates about her achievements and
successes. ‘We’re very happy,’ says Mary. ‘This scholarship has really given
Leah the confidence to learn and make new friends’.

Scholarship success story (cont. from p. 1)

Kokatha representatives and members of the OZ Minerals (now BHP) team
took part in a two-day Partnering Health Check at the Carrapateena mine
in central South Australia in April.
The event is part of the KAC OZ Minerals Partnering Agreement to provide a
regular opportunity to reflect on the partnership and set future goals. 
Health Checks also offer an important opportunity for attendees to learn
more from each other.
The current KAC Board and the Board that was in place when the original
Partnering Agreement was signed in 2016 were given the opportunity to
tour various areas of the mining operation and also spent time sharing
what they see as a priority for the years ahead.

KAC/Carrapateena Health Check



Kokatha Aboriginal Corporation Noticeboard

Kokatha Aboriginal Corporation

You can stay up-to-date with all the latest news and information from
Kokatha Aboriginal Corporation by following:

Stay up to date 

kokatha.com.au

Washing Machine and/or Dryer 
Fridge and/or Freezer 
Bed Frame 
Mattress 
Pedestal fans  
Dining table and chairs 
Air Conditioners (note: ensure you have landlords’/SA Housing permission if
renting and consider installation fees included in costs)  
Lounges 
Chest of drawers or wardrobe  

All other furnishings 
Microwaves and other small appliances 
Lighting fixtures             

The Kokatha General Trust has agreed to extend the wellbeing round until
Friday 13 October. The decision was made after a request from the KAC
Directors at this month's Board Meeting.
Kokatha Members and registered Common Law Holders who missed out on the
opportunity to apply when the wellbeing round was offered earlier this year now
have another chance to apply for up to $1500.
Application and quotes must be included at the time of lodgement. Late quotes
will not be accepted, and incomplete applications will not be considered. 
Members cannot use another person’s funding and the form must be signed by
the person lodging the application. 
Please  email all applications to trust@kokatha.com.au with a quote for one or
more of the following eligible items:

Items that are not covered include:

 
To apply you MUST be a Kokatha member or registered Common Law holder
(you can check your membership by calling us or searching the public register
for Kokatha at https://www.oric.gov.au/ )   
Once you've submitted your application form with quotes attached, your
application will be assessed and you'll be notified via a text message once the
funds are available. Please be patient while you wait for a response as this is an
extremely busy time for KAC staff. To download an application form visit:
kokatha.com.au/member-services/financial-support/

RANGER
PROGRAM

UPDATE

The first-ever Indigenous Ranger
Gathering for the SA Arid Lands will
be held at Roxby Downs Station
from 19 to 21 September 2023.
The three-day event is an initiative
of Kokatha Pastoral, the Indigenous
Desert Alliance and the SA Arid
Landscape Board, with support
from BHP and NIAA.
It's hoped the gathering will
strengthen the ranger network in
the region, and give attendees the
chance to share their successes
and learnings, as well as building
support for new groups.
The idea for the event was initiated
by ranger groups that are part of
the SA Arid Lands (SAAL)
Landscape Board’s Aboriginal
Engagement Network, who
attended a recent SA Aboriginal
Land and Sea Management
Workshop in Hahndorf.
In two other firsts, immediately
following the Ranger gathering
Kokatha Pastoral will launch its own
Indigenous Ranger Program and
sign a Memorandum of
Understanding with Arid Recovery
on Friday 22 September.
The MOU represents a non-binding
agreement between Kokatha
Pastoral and Arid Recovery to work
together on shared goals around
caring for Country and for the
building of knowledge. 
There will be an opportunity for
Kokatha members to participate in
the launch of the ranger program
on 22 September.

Wellbeing round extended


